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This is a photo
of one of the
Zoo’s four lion
cubs, born
May 2. Check
out page 5 to
meet all four!

Do you have any questions or ideas for the next issue of
the Virginia Zoo Review? Contact us. We love your feedback.

|

ZOO projects are
happening everywhere
you look — from

the installation of

the Shade Arbor
surrounding the water
fountains to the Asia —
Trail of the Tiger
construction and the
brand new Australia
exhibit!

The new Shade
Arbor will not only
give parents and
grandparents a cool place to sit while watching the kids splash
in the water fountains, but it will also add a new green element
to the Entry Plaza. Plants like wisteria, grapes and more will be
planted in the fall to provide the much-needed shade.

The new Australia exhibit, which is home to a mob of
kangaroos, was made possible by each of you. Train ticket
sales will bring new animal exhibits and other enhancements
to the grounds. Check out page 10 to meet the kangaroos!

Watch for the unveiling of a new historical exhibit, featuring
photos and facts about zoos past and present and of course,
introducing Zoo visitors to our newest arrivals - lion cubs born
in May. Go to page 5 to meet them!

Thanks for your support - we will see you in the Zoo!

(g ot

5‘ Be on the lookout for this new staff member on Zoo grounds!




Who will eat anything that moves and is small enough to overpower?
Who has to discard its entire outer covering in order to grow?

Who was once described as a “spinner of webs, an arch-trickster and

a silent and murderous trapper”?

And who was even accused of helping witches cast evil spells?

Well....if you guessed a spider, you're right! Our fall issue
“Animal Ambassador” is the Chilean Rose-Haired Tarantula.
As a fairly large spider, (but small as far as tarantulas go!) she
and others like her do cause many people to shudder. But
we can promise you, she’s never cast an evil spell in her life!
The Chilean Rose-Haired Tarantula is a reddish-brown color
with a slight pink metallic sheen on the cephalothorax, which
is the head and first main body section (fused together). She
is docile and only becomes “scary” when hungry - and even
then only to her prey, which might be a cricket, a small rodent
or reptile.
These spiders are pretty much home bodies,
almost never straying more than 6 to 9
inches from their burrow and when
they go even that far,
they lay down silk
drag-lines to
retrace their
steps.

They also spin silk to
lie across the opening
of their burrow. When the
silk vibrates, they know
dinner has arrived, and they
jump out and surprise the unlucky
visitor. Spiders live almost all over the
world, with the exception of Antarctica, where
it is just too cold for them. Knowing that there are
well over 35,000 different species of spiders that have been
discovered (and probably many more waiting to be discovered)
might give you the jitters, but if there were no spiders, our
world would be completely overrun with pests. Most spiders
are harmless to humans and try hard to stay out of our way
(we’re much more dangerous to them than they are to us!).

To find out more about this spider and our other Animal
Ambassadors or to book a program, please contact our
Education Department at (757) 441-2374, ext. 229.
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If our gardens are looking brighter these days, it's due to

our new staff member - Horticulture Educator Peggy Fox.

New gardening demonstrations, fresh graphics and
updated garden handouts are all Peggy’s domain. Her
degree in business administration and years of experience
as a Newport News Master Gardener bring plant,

program, and people skills to expand our

horticultural horizons.

Welcome, Peggy!

www.virginiazoo.org



Old tires tak
on new life in the
Children's Rain Garden

ciant flower shapes bloom blue, red, and yellow, while Lyt .

three exotic birds perch nearby. Notice the treadmarks? epe

They are all made from old tires! New Addltlon tO t e
A special thanks to the Corbin B. White & Evelyn C. White e

Family Fund, Harborfront Garden Club and the Virginia RhanI ZEbrd Ydrd

Cooperative Extension-Norfolk Unit Master Gardener Water

Stewards for making the Children’s Rain Garden and its
fashion accessories possible.

LH
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In July, zookeepers introduced a new friend, “Spike,”
(a rhino made of papier mache) to Alfred the rhino and
April the zebra. Their reactions were varied — Alfred
went “horn to horn” with him, but then decided he was

Virginid ZOO to Become uninterested. April, on the other hand, definitely took

notice and seemed to stay on high alert all afternoon.

d smOKe-Free FdCility This enrichment project was designed by Karen Carl,

l one of our Animal Services interns.
t’s important that we provide a quality experience for our

visitors and smoking on grounds has recently been our #1
complaint. This new smoke-free policy goes into effect on
September 1 and will make smoking prohibited everywhere
on Zoo grounds, including all indoor and outdoor facilities.

VIRGINIA Z00
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Trail of the Tlger

CREATURE 'FEATLT
2]

Six Subspecies of Tigers

@ siberian or Amur Tiger (Panthera tigris altaica)

The largest of the tiger subspecies are found in the snowy
areas of Russia. Males can be as long as a station wagon! These
tigers also have the palest orange coat and the fewest stripes.
The Virginia Zoo’s two female Siberian tigers are off exhibit
due to new Asia — Trail of the Tiger construction.

@ Bengal or Indian Tiger (Panthera tigris tigris)
This is the most common subspecies of tiger, found primarily
in India and Bangladesh.

@ Indochinese Tiger (Panthera tigris corbetti)

These tigers are about 20 percent smaller and are darker than
Bengal tigers and are found in Cambodia, China, Laos, Burma,
Thailand and Vietnam.

@ Malayan Tiger (Panthera tigris jacksoni)

The Malayan tiger is the smallest of the mainland tiger
subspecies, and the second smallest living subspecies
and are found exclusively in the southern part of the
Malay Peninsula. Most likely the subspecies who will be
in the new Asia — Trail of the Tiger exhibit.

@ chinese Tiger (Panthera tigris amoyensis)
These tigers are slightly smaller than the Indochinese
subspecies and are found in South China. These tigers
are thought to now be extinct in the wild.

@ Ssumatran Tiger (Panthera tigris sumatrae) :
Sumatran is the smallest tiger subspecies and is
found only on the Indonesian island of Sumatra. ‘.

VIRGINIA ZOO

EXHIBIT FEATURES

Waterfall
Cave for

visitor viewing

Tiger researchers estimate that there are fewer than 2,500 tigers in the world But there
is a lot of work being done to make sure that tigers will survive. In the early 1970s, India
and other countries began passing laws protecting tigers. Zoos also help tigers through
breeding programs and by educating visitors around the world!

Tlger Facts

‘c Every tiger has its very own stripe pattern!

+¢s Some cats do like water—including tigers!
“° In colder climates, they enjoy the snow.

+9s A tigress can have a litter of up to seven cubs
@7 every two years.

.0. A tiger’s claws can be pulled inside while the
@’ tiger walks, which helps keep the claws sharp.

Shere and Shaka update

The Zoo's two female Siberian tigers, Shere and Shaka Kahn,
are doing wonderfully! Their exhibit is not currently visible
to visitors due to the Trail of the Tiger — Asia construction.
The construction workers talk to them daily and the girls
keep busy supervising the progress! A large Deodora Tree in
their yard had to be removed recently, which left
them with a 9 foot tall “scratch-
ing trunk.”

Be a partof the
Asian Adventure

adventure and donate now
to Trail of the Tiger.
We’ve enclosed an envelope
for your convenience.
For more information,
call our Development Office at
(757) 441-2374, ext. 222.




How long have you been at the
Virginia Zoo?

What is your educational background
and training? Did you always know
this was what you wanted to do?

What is a typical day like for you
at the Zoo?

What is your favorite part of your job?

What's the coolest procedure you've
performed on an animal at the Zoo?

What is your favorite Zoo anirnal
and why?

What advice would you give Kkids who
want to grow up to be a zoo vet?

If you could no longer work at the Zoo,
what job would you take as a substitute?

www.virginiazoo.org



Spiders-and Lizards *.
£ *and Snakes....
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Many guests hear the call of wonderful clo impqrtant
the wild and go straight to Africa seallogisally e il g 2t

upon arrival, but if you turn right from f(he elephants. sl Wi“, find an
the Entrance Plaza and enter the Reptile House, you will incredible abundance of sizes, shapes, colors and patterns

discover a fascinating and diverse world of the creatures T somt.ethi‘ng to amaze everyone,. .
that often go bump in the night! Just in time for Halloween, we’re adding to our

Experience the chills of getting close to a python or collection of the spooky and spectacular — from lizards

a poison dart frog. Whether you are slightly scared of and snakes to frogs an§ tortoisgs. We also are proud to
snakes or fascinated by their beauty, a visit to the Reptile report successful hatchings of six Angolan pythons and

House (which also houses amphibians and spiders!) will green and b lack‘poison dart fr(?g§. iz @i thes.e new:
thrill you like no other Zoo exhibit. arrivals and babies are off-exhibit for a quarantine period,

Reptile and Amphibian Curator, Craig Pelke which varies by species. But this fall, many of our newest

understands that not everyone loves his favorite creatures, creepy,'c.rawly and wono}erful friends will be on exhibit
but he wants visitors to know that “these animals are as and waiting to meet you!

What to look forward to:

— =

Panther Chameleon 6 Angolan Pythons

Chinese Crocodile Lizard Black and Green Poison Dart Frog
8 Milky Tree Frogs

8 Splashback Poison Dart Frogs

8 Green & Black Poison Dart Frogs
2 Tomato Frogs

White's Tree Frog

e Bk By i 6 Dyeing Poison Dart Frogs

Aldabra Tortoises (large adults)

Kuhl’s Flying Gecko
Argentine Tegu

2 Aldabra Tortoises (small youth)

Striped California Kingsnake Antilles Pinktoe Tarantula

(pictured on the cover)

VIRGINIA Z0O



Zoo Snoozes
It’s the ultimate sleepover to answer the call of the wild.

Scout Snoozes

Zoo Tales

Going Green

Help us conserve valuable environmental resources by signing up to have Zoo news
delivered directly to your inbox. When you supply us with your email address, we will
add you to our email distribution list and send you breaking Zoo news, member perks and
event notifications. Eventually, we hope to even send electronic versions of this newsletter!

Name

Phone Membership Number

Email address (es)

Mail this form to:

Going Green, Virginia Zoo, 3500 Granby Street, Norfolk, Virginia 23504
IX) or fax or email to (757) 441-5408 or info@virginiazoo.org

|
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The Zoo opened a new kangaroo exhibit this summer,
which is home to 11 males: Apache, Ashe, Astro, Beans,
Heckle, Horatio, Irwin, Kipling, Lobo, Marley and Mick.

G'day mates! Welcome to Virginia. How was your journey from Australia?

m Actually, although kangaroos are native to Australia and Tasmania, 8 of us
are from a zoo in Georgia. We came up here in June.

And Beans, Irwin and I have been at the Virginia Zoo since last year. We're
really excited to be in the new Australia exhibit built by Zoo staff! The rest of the
mob (a group of kangaroos) elected us to be the spokes-kangaroos for this story.

So do you like your new home?

mA/e sure do. Gray kangaroos like to live around trees, so we’re hanging out
in the shade. From here we can see the Zoo’s gardens and watch the train go by.

MI heard there are lots of other boomers to play with here. I can’t wait to meet them.
What’s a boomer?

mn's another name for a male kangaroo!

wmere aren’t other boomers here, you stinker! You overheard a keeper talking about boomer balls.
Those are enrichment toys that other animals play with ... uh, like lions? Do you want to play with a lion? I heard those new

cubs are a feisty foursome.
I don’t mean to criticize, but do you think it’s nice to call your exhibit mate a “stinker”?

mPeople sometimes call male western gray kangaroos “stinkers” because of their odor — like a smelly curry.
MHey, if you keep telling people I'm smelly, I'm going to have to box you!
So it’s true that kangaroos box?

WYes, we are great boxers because we have large and powerful back feet and can balance on our strong tails. But most
of the time kangaroos box over the ladies. Since we’re all boys in here, we don’t have a reason to box each other.

mYeah, we get along great. And Astro is one of the friendliest boomers you'll ever meet. If one of us is coming up to
guests at our exhibit, it’s probably Astro.

What else do you like to do?

mWe like nibbling on grass and leaves. We also love the special treats of monkey
chow, peanuts and grapes that our keepers Aubry and Jill bring us. Yum!

MWe also like jumping around our exhibit. When we all do laps together, it
ooks like a kangaroo NASCAR race! With our big feet, we can jump a distance of 25
feet, and we can reach speeds up to 35 mph. We use our tails to help steer and balance.

Anything else you want to say to our newsletter readers?
We really love being at the Zoo and looking forward to meeting you.
WWe also want to thank everyone who's ridden the Zoo train this year. Our exhibit
w

as built with money raised from train ticket sales. Thanks for helping create such a
great home for us.




Gifts made between April and June 2009
Includes general donations and memberships $250 and above

New Asia — Trail of the Tiger Donors

Cool Beanz

Betsy and Bill Burnette

Michael and Cathy Burnette

Janello Carino

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Corey

Elizabeth Daniel

Peter and Laura Griffin

Brett and Mary Margaret Hesse

Dennett Lee King, in Memory of
George D, King, Jr.

LEADERSHIP SOCIETY

Wendy Maness

Dr. and mrs. Julius Miller

Michael and Amy Morrison

Shirley Skinner

Dr. and Mrs. Stephen H. McCoy,
in honor of Libby, James,
Everett & Annabella McCoy

Wheeler Interests

Young at Heart Group from
Christ United Methodist

Mr. and Mrs.
Mr. and Mrs.
Mr. and Mrs.
CPO and Mrs.
Mr. and Mrs.
Mr. and Mrs.
Mr. and Mrs.

Thomas F. Betz
Lawrence Brett
John Edwards

William E. Higgins, Ret.

Henry Light
David R. MacDougall
Richard P. Meredith

Mr. and Mrs. lke Prillaman
Mrs. Juanita Raisor

Mr. and Mrs. George Rhodes
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Shannon
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Waitzer

$1,000 and above
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Waitzer
Mid Eastern Builders, Inc.

$100 - $999

Mr. John Domena and Ms. Diane Maia
Brett and Mary Margaret Hesse

Mr. Gene Krist

Ms. Jackie Lloyd

Ms. Belinda Petersen

Mr. Mike Rapp

M. Jeff Rogers

NEW ZOO PARENTS

Ms. Ruth Schultz

M. Charlie Shrack

Ms. Daniya Tamendarova

Amanda Turner

Ms. Heather Watkins

Ms. Caitlin Winnie

Virginia Landscape Design Consultants

Did you know that animals at the Zoo consume 12,045 carrots, 125,000 crickets and 8o tons
of hay in one year? Every animal at the Virginia Zoo is available for adoption at several
donation levels, starting at $20. Call us at (757) 441-2374, ext. 244 for more information!

PARENT ANIMAL

Ruth Marie & Jimmy Lyons Tiger

PC Doctors, LLC Meerkat

Dana Mattocks Squirrel Monkey
Rachael Young Ocelot

Theresa Balestra Lion

Seth Ensley Squirrel Monkey
Taryn Griffith Tiger

Logan Griffith Red Panda
Alexandra Harrison Squirrel Monkey
Rhiannon Harvey Gazelle

We sincerely apologize if we have inadvertently omitted your name from our donor list.
Please contact us at (757) 4412374, ext. 242 if you have any questions.

the puchase
of any

COMBO Meal

Coupon can be redeemed in the
African Restaurant only.
Cannot be used in combination with any
other coupon, promotion or discount.
Expires 10/31/09. Code: FallogNEWS

Mermnbers:

$10 or more

Coupon can be redeemed in the Zoo gift shop
only. Cannot be used in combination with any
other coupon, promotion or discount.
Expires 10/31/09. Code: FallogNEWS
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Norfolk, VA
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Upcorning Events

Horticulture
Open House

Teddy Bear Clinic

WHO AM I?

See inside cover for answer.



